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IBA  AND LEONI BUILD FIRST WORLD STERILIZATION FACILITY USING AN  
X-RAY SYSTEM 

 
 

Embargo until 5:40 pm (Belgian time) – April 1st., 2008 
 
Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgium) and Däniken (Switzerland ), April 1 st. 2008 – IBA (Ion Beam 
Applications S.A.: Reuters IBAB.BR and Bloomberg IBAB.BB) and LEONI Studer, a subsidiary of the 
LEONI group, announced today that the first world X-Ray sterilization facility will be built using the new 
IBA’s Rhodotron® TT-1000 system. 
 
This new sterilization facility will be built in LEONI Studer Hard premises in Däniken, Switzerland and 
is due to become operational in early 2010. It will be the first facility worldwide capable of sterilizing 
large amounts of medical devices directly on pallets, using an X-Ray system. 
 
The Rhodotron® is an electron beam particle accelerator which is designed mainly for use in industry. 
It allows particularly effective sterilization of single-use medical products, the pasteurization of food 
and the improvement of other materials. The new Rhodotron® TT-1000, with an energy of 7 MeV 
(Millions Electron-Volts) and a power of 700 kW, is the most powerful electron-beam accelerator in the 
world. It allows the irradiation of entire pallets. The new Rhodotron® TT-1000 X-ray sterilization facility 
will be one of the largest sterilization systems with pallets that exist globally. 
 
“The new Rhodotron® TT-1000 is provided by IBA, while the configuration is the result of an intense 
and fruitful partnership between the two teams that started more than 10 years ago, when we bought 
the first Rhodotron® TT-300. This new large capacity will allow us to face the increasing demand for 
pallet sterilization”, said Hans Joerg Hartmann, Director Business Unit Radiation Processing, at 
LEONI. 
 
“IBA is working for a while on the development on X-Ray equipment and configurations based on the 
high power Rhodotron®. This partnership boosts the fit of such a system with the real industrial 
operation. We are eager to prove, to the medical devices industry, that our new system will exceed in 
capacity and performances the largest sterilization pallet gamma system”, said Jean-Louis Bol, 
President of IBA Industrial division. 
 
“This renewed relation with LEONI Studer Hard shows again the increasing interest being shown in 
IBA’s unique Rhodotron® type high energy and high power accelerator technology in industrial 
circles”, commented Pierre Mottet, Chief Executive Officer of IBA. “The sterilization method for 
medical instruments using the Rhodotron® is becoming increasingly popular due to its productivity, 
speed, flexibility and simplicity. This new X-Ray system will even increase productivity”, added Mr. 
Mottet. 
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ABOUT IBA 
IBA delivers solutions of exceptional precision in the fields of cancer diagnosis and therapy. The 
company also provides sterilization and ionization solutions to improve the hygiene and safety of 
everyday life. IBA is listed on the pan-European stock exchange EURONEXT and belongs to the 
BelMid index. 
Website: http://www.iba-worldwide.com. 
 
ABOUT LEONI 

LEONI AG, based in Nuremberg, is among the world’s largest and longest established cable 
manufacturers with leading positions in many international markets. LEONI successfully embarks on 
an internationally oriented strategy.  

More than 51,000 employees develop, produce and sell product and solutions for the most diverse 
industrial applications. Our customer’s success is also our success. We provide our expertise and 
best service thus we contribute for our customers to achieve their goals in a fast and comprehensive 
way. 

The LEONI group of companies, which was founded 90 years ago and is today listed in the German 
MDAX, supports its customers in more than 30 countries with innovative techniques and extensive 
know-how in finding solutions for their commercial and technical tasks.  
Website: www.leoni.com 
 
ABOUT LEONI Studer Hard 
 
Studer Hard is a subsidiary of LEONI AG, acting independently in offering its services to interested 
parties throughout Europe. 7 e-beam accelerators and a gamma plant are operational. More than 90 
people are employed. Studer Hard has increased its activities in Germany and is building up a new 
daughter company in the eastern part of Germany foreseen to install in the first step 2 accelerators. 
Website: www.studerhard.ch 
 
 
Contacts 
IBA LEONI Studer Hard  
Paul-Emmanuel Goethals Hans J. Hartmann 
Director, Director BU Radiation Processing 
 Corporate Business Development Phone: +41 62 288 90 64 
 & Investor Relations  h.hartmann@studerhard.ch 
Phone: +32 10 47 58 16 
paul-emmanuel.goethals@iba-group.com 
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The IBA Rhodotron® TT-1000 �


