Press release |

IBA’s Proton Therapy Community Achieves the next big milestone with
50,000 Cancer Patients Treated
As clinical evidence grows, proton therapy is gaining ground as the treatment of choice for a
wider range of cancers

Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, September 26 2016 – IBA, the worldwide leading expert in proton therapy is
proud to announce that 50,000 patients have been treated by clinical partners using IBA’s leading edge
technology. With over half of the proton therapy centers worldwide and counting, the Belgian success story,
treats more patients than all other proton therapy vendors combined.
Today, on average, 1 new patient is treated every hour on IBA systems around the globe, says Yves Jongen,
Chief Research Officer and Founder of IBA. “But we won’t stop there! Currently, less than 1% of radiation
therapy patients have access to the advanced benefits of proton therapy. Our mission is to make proton
therapy available to the estimated 20% of radiation patients that could benefit from this type of treatment.
Considering the pace at which this treatment is growing and gaining acceptance, we are confident that we will
reach this goal”.
More and more experts and key opinion leaders are working on collecting and producing evidence confirming
the added value of proton therapy. This addresses not only the total cost of treatment, but also the clinical
outcomes compared with traditional radiation treatments. Proton therapy is offering new hope for patients with
specific brain, eye, lung and head and neck cancers, due to their very sensitive locations in the body, where it
is imperative to preserve surrounding healthy tissue. Most importantly, proton therapy has emerged as a
preferred treatment option for pediatric cases, where the damage done to the still growing tissues and organs
of children is often irreversible.
“Those developments will ultimately benefit everybody: more patients will get the best treatment for their
personal health needs, and centers will be able to treat a growing number of patients more efficiently with less
side effects. As proton therapy grows, the resources available for more R&D development will increase and
the cost of treatment will decrease” explains Olivier Legrain, CEO of IBA.
This is the reason why IBA is investing between 12% and 15% of its revenue in R&D - currently the largest
share in the sector. One of the outcomes of IBA’s R&D was a cutting edge proton therapy solution,
Proteus®ONE. This is the most compact proton therapy system ever designed which is easier to implement,
operate and finance.
The future of proton therapy is even more encouraging in the light of the advent of Adaptive Proton Therapy
(adaPT), widely considered as the next breakthrough in the field. Adaptive workflows, as modular proton
therapy processes, add yet another layer of accuracy in what many consider the most precise and least
intrusive cancer treatment method. IBA recently created an international online Community platform
(www.leadingthepath.com). This platform will enable experts in the field from all over the world to exchange
experiences, discuss best practices and enhance knowledge, to improve the next generation of proton therapy
treatment.

Press release | 21 September 2016
| IBA S.A. | Chemin du Cyclotron, 3 | 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve | Belgium | Tel.: + 32 10 47 58 11 | Fax: + 32 10 47 58 10 | E-mail: info-worldwide@ibagroup.com | www.iba-worldwide.com | RPM Nivelles | VAT: BE 0428.750.985

1|3

Press release |

About IBA
IBA (Ion Beam Applications S.A.) is a global medical technology company focused on bringing integrated and
innovative solutions for the diagnosis and treatment of cancer. The company is the worldwide technology
leader in the field of proton therapy, considered to be the most advanced form of radiation therapy available
today. IBA’s proton therapy solutions are flexible and adaptable, allowing customers to choose from universal
full-scale proton therapy centers as well as compact, single room solution. In addition, IBA also has a radiation
dosimetry business and develops particle accelerators for the medical world and industry.
Headquartered in Belgium and employing about 1,400 people worldwide, IBA has installed systems across
the world. IBA is listed on the pan-European stock exchange NYSE EURONEXT (IBA: Reuters IBAB.BR and
Bloomberg IBAB.BB). More information can be found at: www.iba-worldwide.com.

IBA is looking forward to welcoming you at ASTRO 2016. Don’t miss the opportunity to meet some of the
leading experts in the field of proton therapy. More information and program available at:
http://www.perfectingcancercare.com/
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Contact for further information:
IBA:
Jana Kulhankova
Marketing Associate Proton Therapy
+32 10 203652
jana.kulhankova@iba-group.com
Thomas Ralet
Vice-President Corporate Communication
+32 10 47 58 90
communication@iba-group.com
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